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A  CHRISTMAS  I.ESSON. 

FOR  SIX  GIRLS  AND  FIVE  BOYS 
CHARACTERS. 


Mr.  Brown  ;  Mrs.  Brown  ;  their  children, 
Tom  and  Nellie  ;  the  Fairy  ;  Plum  Pudding  ; 
two  Christmas  Candies  ;  Christmas  Wrkatb  ; 
Christmas  Stocking  ;   and  Christmas  Heart. 

COSTUMES. 


:  Dressed  as  adults,  plain 
Small    children,    ordinary 


1>^R.  and  Mrs.  Brown 
clothes. 

Tom   and    Nellie  : 
clothing. 

Fairy  :  White  dress,  white  stockings,  hair  flow- 
ing ;  gilt  paper  band  about  forehead  ;  carries  wand. 

Plum  Pudding  :  Boy  with  dark  stockings  and  a 
sack  cut  from  tan-coloured  cloth,  which  gathers  just 
below  his  knees  and  at  the  top  of  the  head,  being 
stuffed  out  with  paper  and  soft  cloth  to  make  it 
round  like  a  puddmg.  Holes  are  cut  over  the  face 
for  eyes,  nose  and  mouth. 

Christmas  Candies  :  Two  girls  with  white  cloth 
masks  over  faces,  each  wrapped  in  a  sheet  from  feet 
to  top  of  head,  so  as  to  be  as  small  as  possible  and 
straight  up  and  down.  One  has  a  strip  of  red  cloth 
wound  around  in  a  spiral  for  a  stripe,  while  the  other 
has  bright  blue. 

Christmas  Wreath  :  A  girl  with  dark  dress, 
wearing  a  wreath  of  firm  pasteboard  covered  with 
evergreen,  large  enough  to  reach  from  top  of  her 
head  to  bottom  of  her  dress.  She  holds  it  at  eadi 
side  with  hands. 

Heart  :  A  boy  with  a  large  i  asteboard  heart 
covered  with  bright  red  paper  or  cloth,  which  he 
holds  m  front  of  h-s  face  like  a  shield. 

Stocking  :  A  boy  with  a  long  stocking  cut  from 
stiff  paper  or  pasteboard  and  covered  with  bright 
)  aper  or  cloth,  which  he  holds  in  front  of  body  like 
a  i^iield. 
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SCENE. 

A  plain  living  room,  several  chairs,  and  at  centre 
of  back,  a  small  table. 

Discovered,    Mr.    and    Mrs.    Brown    and 
Children. 

Mrs.  Brown  ;  Well,  John,  it  is  Christmas 
time,  again. 

Mr.  Brown  :  Yes,  so  it  is.  Well,  I  guess 
we  won't  keep  Christmas  this  year — it  is  all 
fo'"'ishness. 

i.iRS.  Brown  :  Just  as  you  say,  John.  I 
do  not  see  why  Christmas  is  better  than  any 
other  day.     There  is  no  need  to  fuss. 

Mr.  Brown  :  Of  course  not.  This  talk  of 
loving,  and  giving,  and  goodwill  among  men  is 
all  nonsense.     I  do  not  believe  in  Christmas. 

Tom  :  What  !  Not  h  /e  any  Christinas  ? 
That  will  be  horrid. 

Nellie  :  Of  course,  i  ill.  I  want  to  have 
Christmas  and  hang  up  iny  stocking.   , 

Tom  :  Why,  Christmas  is  the  best  day  of  the 
year. 

Nellie  :  Every  one  says  Christmas  is  splen- 
did.    I  want  to  have  a  nice  Christmas. 

Mrs.  Brown  :  No  ;  we  won't  have  any 
this  year. 

Mr.  Br  jwn  :  We  will  spend  the  day  work- 
ing. 

Tom  and  Nellie  :  We  want  Christmas. 
[Begin  to  cry.] 
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Mr.  Urovvn  :  You  children  go  ri^jlit  to  bed. 

[Exetml  Tom  a.  J  Nellie.] 

Mrs.    Brown  :     Now,    wc    ci;n    read    our 

papers.     [Tficy  read.] 

^ 

Enter  Fairy. 

Fairy  [asitU:] :   I  am  a  Christmas  fairy  and 

• 

it  surely  makes  me  tired  to  hear  these  silly 

^       \         __i«                    -^     Ifl • /-'!__! -J. 

people  say  there  is  no  need  of  keeping  Christ- 
mas. The  idea  !  Peoi)le  have  been  keeping 
Christn.as  for  hundreds  of  years  and  enjoy  it 
just  as  well  as  ever.  I  shall  have  '^o  teach 
these  folks  a  lesson.  I  can't  have  their  little 
children  deprived  of  the  pleasure  of  Christmas. 
[Waves  wand.]  Tim-o-ree,  lim-o-ree,  san,  ban, 
see  ;  tim-o-ree  ;  lim-o-ree,  nil,  sil,  mee.  [Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Brown /a//  asleep.]  Now  I'll  send 
some  visitors.     [Exit.] 

EnL    Christmas  Wreath. 

Christmas  Wrkatii  :  I  am  the  wrea  h  of 
Christmas  green.  Well  do  these  people  re- 
member me,  for  I  have  hung  upon  their  wall 
at  Christmas'  time  for  many  years.  [To  Mr. 
Brown  :]  Your  mother,  sir,  never  passed  a 
Christmas  without  the  wreath  of  green,  and 
you  are  indeed  green  to  think  I  am  useless. 
But,  this  year,  you  will  need  me,  for  you  are  o 
spend  the  day  working.  You  do  not  deserve  a 
wreath  as  big  as  a  thimble.  [Stands  against  wall 
at  back  of  room.] 
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Enlcr  Christmas  Stocking. 

Christmas  Si  'Cking  :  So  you  folks  are  rot 
going  to  kocp  Christm;-  ..  Well,  vvdl  !  Vcrhaps 
you  don't  rcincnilK-r  how  you  used  to  juni(> 
up  early  Christmas  Jnornin^,'  to  sec  what  was 
ir  your  stocking.  Why,  it  is  over  thirty  years 
since  your  parents  hung  up  your  first  Christ- 
mas stockings,  and  now  you  tliink  it  is  foolish. 
Why,  a  Christmas  stocking  is  as  full  of  fun  as 
it  is  of  presents.  You  make  me  tired,  you  do. 
[SkmUs^by  Christmas  VV  rdath.J 

Enter  Christmas  Pudding. 
Christmas  Pudding  [jumping  upon  tabic, 
where  he  sits  with  legs  crossed  in  front  of  him]  : 
So  you  cranky  folks  aren't  going  to  keep  Christ- 
mas.    I  v.uppose  you  iiave  forgotten  ho.v  many 
times  I  have  helped  make  the  day  nn  rry  for 
you.     Well  ;  stare  at  me  if  you  want  to.  Yes  ; 
I  am  the  Christmas  Pudding  and  you   juj^ht  to 
be  ashamed,  not  to  keep  Christmas  ju>i  for  the 
sake  of  seeing  me  on  the  table.     Gee,  can' 
you  remember  how  good  I  am  ?     Many  a  tim. 
you  have  been  near  sick  from  eating  me.    Now 
you    iiy*  that    Christmas   is    foolis'^.     I    - 
ashamed  of  you.     [Remains  on  table.] 

Enter  Christmas  Candies. 

First  Stick  :   Aha,  Ho  you  know  us  ?    Oh, 

I  see  that  you  do,  and  no  wonder  you  look 

ashamed.     As  many  years  as  Christmas  Candy 

has  been  popular  I  wonder  vou  think  you  can 


get  along  withc.t  it.  Think  how  fond  the 
children  are  of  us,  and  even  old  folks  still  hare 
a  sweet  tooth.  Your  little  children  will  have  a 
nice  Christmas  without  us  !  You  ought  to  be 
shut  up  with  the  crazy  folk. 

Sfxonp  SxiCK  :  Say,  you  better  think  back 
a  few  years  and  remember  how  you  u.'^ed  to  like 
us  at  Christmas  time.  The  truth  is  you  are 
still  fond  of  us.  You  would  like  a  bite  of  me 
this  very  minute  ;  you  know  you  would.  The 
idea  of  your  saying  that  Christmas  is  all  foolish- 
ness.    [They  stand,  one  at  each  side  of  table.] 

Enter  Christmas  Heari. 

Christmas  Heart  :  Say,  do  you  know  me  ? 
What  ?  I  look  like  a  heart  ?  Well,  I  am. 
I'm  the  Spirit  of  Christmas — the  great  big 
heart  of  kindness  and  love  that  makes  people 
want  to  shout  Merry  Christmas  and  shake 
hands,  and  give  presents  and  cheer  up  those 
who  are  sad.  Most  folks  have  a  Christmas 
heart,  but  you  people  haven't  one  as  big  as  a 
hickory  nut.  You  don't  even  want  to  make 
your  children  happy. 

Christmas  Wreath  :  Hurrah  for  the 
Christmas  Wreath  upon  the  wall  ! 

Christmas  Stocking  :  Hurrah  for  the 
Stockings  hung  by  the  chimney  I 

Christmas  Pudding  :  Hurrah  for  the 
Plum  Pudding  upon  the  table  I 

Christmas  Heart  :  Hurrah  for  the  Spirit 
of  Kindness  and  Love  ! 


Christmas  Candi:  s  : 

Hurrah  for  the  candy  v, '     stripes  so  neat, 
Pure  and  sweet  that  cannot  be  u'.at. 

[They  all  pass  oul.] 

Enter  Fairy. 

Fairy  [waviv  watid\  :  Tim-o-rec,  lim  o-ree, 
san,  ban,  se  ,im-o-rce,  lim-o-ree,  m1,  sil, 
mee.  I  do  ht  ^  ^  these  foolish  people  will  wake 
with  some  sense.     [Exit.] 

Mrs.  Brown  [waking  suddenly]  :  Oh,  v/hat 
a  dream  ! 

Mr.  Brown  [waking  same  time]  :  What  I 
Did  you  dream  it,  '<      ? 

Mrs.  Brown  :  oout  the  big  stocking  and 
the  Christmas  candy  ? 

Mr.  Brown  :  Yes,  and  the  plum  pudding 
and  the  wreath.     [Both  rise.] 

Mrs.  Brown  :  Of  course,  we  must  keep 
Christmas  this  year. 

Mr.  Brown  :  Certainly  ;  I  was  just  going 
to  say  so. 

Mrs.  Brown  :  The  children  must  hang  up 
their  stockings. 

Mr.  Brown  :  And  there  must  be  candy  and  - 
a  plum  pudding. 

Mrs.  Brown  :  Of  course.  We  can't  miss 
our  Christmas  pleasures. 

curtain. 


A  LETTER  JO   SANTA  CLAUS. 


FOR   ONE    GIRL  AND    ONE   BOY. 

The  girl  should  be  older  or  larger  than  the  boy. 
She  sits  at  a  table  with  writing  materialsj  preparing 
to  write,  while  boy  amuses  himself  playmg  around 
table  or  in  room. 

Girl  [at  table,  writing]  : 

Suppose  we  write  to  Santa 
And  tell  him  just  what  toys  to  bring, 
So  when  he  comes  to  our  house. 
He'll  not  bring  some  old-fashioned  thing. 
[Busy  writing.] 

Boy  [excitedly]  : 

Now,  that's  like  doing  business  I 

'Twill  please  him,  too,  I'm  sure  it  will  ; 

May  I  now  give  my  order 

For  dear,  old  Santa  Claus  to  fill  ? 
Girl  [smiling  at  her  brother] : 

Just  wait  a  minute,  honey, 

I'll  mention,  "These  are  for  a  boy" — 
[writes.] 

You'd  feel  so  very  funny 

To  get  a  rag  doll  for  a  toy.  [Glances  over- 
her  paper  and  smiles  at  her  brother,  who 
also  laughs  at  the  thought  and  hugs,  inkis 
imagination,  the  rag  doll  untU  he  groans.] 

I'll  write  all — in — one — letter,  [resumes 
writing.] 

Your  order  first,  my  order  last  ; 

Name  just  a  jew,  you'd  better, 
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And  please  don't  name  them  very  fast. 
Boy  [delighted] : 

Put  down  a  pair  of  roller  skates — [Skips 

about,  then  says] : 
Ball-bearing  ones — [Waits  after  each  article 

is  names.]    a  drum — a  sled — 
A  'lectric  engine — sword  and  gun, — 
A  gun  that  makes  a  noise — shoots  lead — 
Got   all  of  these  ?    Well— add   chewin' 

gum,— 
A    knife    or    two — and — then — some — 

[Takes  time  to  think.] 

Girl  [almost  crying] : 

Oh,  dear  !     oh,  dear  !    Why,  can't  you 
see  [Boy  runs  up  to  table  to  see  the  letter.] 
These  won't  leave  any  room  for  me.  [Girl 
excited.] 

Boy  [haughtily,  with  hands  deep  in  his  pockets, 
cap  on  ear,  slowly  walks  away  and  turns  and 
recites  independently  to  SisterI  : 

I'm  sorry.  Sis,  but  I'm  not  half  through, 
Write,   "For   a  girl — anything  will  do." 
[Both  leave — girl  crying.] 


A  SANTA  CLAUS  STOCKING.  . 

The  following  little  exercise  may  be  relieved 
from  the  stiffness  of  the  dtdinary  dialogue  by 
arranging  a  semi-circle  of  little  girls  in  low 
rocking-chairs  across  back  of  stage.     As  the 


five  other  girls  give  the  words  of  the  dialogue, 
these  children  may  make  pretty,  appropriate 
motions.  They  also  join  in  singing  the  "Sew- 
ing Song,"  and  "Little  White  Days." 

Perhaps  the  little  exercise  will  suggest  to 
teacher  or  children,  that  a  real  Santa  Claus 
Stocking  be  hung  in  the  school-room,  into 
which  the  children  may  drop  their  gifts  for 
others. 

Place  a  little  table  on  the  stage  with  work- 
basket,  etc.,  upon  it.     Seated  cosily  about  it, 
are  four  little  girls— Olive,  Mary,  Bess  and 
Edith— getting  ready  for  Christmas.     Olive  is 
embroidering  a  tiny  doily  with  bright  floss  ; 
Be.ss  is  dressing  a  doll ;    Edith  is  making  an 
apron.     (There  may  be  others  at  work— lining 
work  baskets,  crocheting,  or  knitting.)     All 
of  these  articles,  of  course,  are  made  before- 
hand.   The  children  simply  seem  to  be  at 
work  upon  them.    All  on  stage  sing,  "Sewing 
Song,"  as  directed.    When  the  music  ceases, 
begin  the  dialogue  naturally. 


LITTLE  WORKERS. 


SEWING  SONG. 

First  Stanza — all  rocking. 
Second— fitting  thimble  ;     holding  up  and 
threading  needle. 
Third— sewing,  cutting  off  ravellings. 
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Fourth — ^holding  up  work  ;  waving  it  airily. 
Chorus  (each  time) — sewiag. 
Olive  {looking  up  from  her  work)  : 
Was  there  ever  such  fun  ? 
Mary  (just  as  Rose  rushes  in)  : 
Wasn't  it  fine  in  Miss  Monroe  to  think  of  it  ? 
Rose  :    Think  of  what  f    What  are  you  talk- 
ing about,  girls  ? 

All  (as  Rose  takes  o£  hat,  coat  and  mittens)  : 
A  Santa  Claus  Stocking  ! 

One  after  another  (interrupting  each  other 
naturally,  and  sometimes  tcUking  together)  : 

Edith  :    It's  the  nicest  plan. 

Bess  :    We're  all  getting  ready — 

Olive  :     You  must  help,  Rose. 

Rose  (drawing  up  a  chair)  :     Do  tell 
about  it,  girls. 

(They  all  draw  up  around  her.     Make 
jollowing  conversation  as  natural  and  girlish  as 
may  be) : 

Bess  :    Instead  of  a  Christmas  tree — 

Edith  :    Or  anything  for  ourselves — 

Mary  :     We're  going  to  have — 

All :    A  Santa  Claus  Stocking  I 

Rose  :    A  Santa  Claus  Stocking  ? 

Edith :  Yes,  it's  this  way,  Rose.  We're 
going  to  hang  a  great  big  stocking  in  the  school- 
room, and  call  it  a  Santa  Claus  Stocking. 

Mary :  And  into  it,  each  one  of  us  is  to 
drop  a  little  gift  for  some  poor  child  who  won't 
have  any. 

II 


me 


the 


Rose  :  Won't  that  be  fun  ?  (taking  out  her 
work).  See  I've  begun  a  little  hood.  I'll  go 
right  to  work  and  have  it  done  in  a  jiffy.  I 
meant  it  for  you,  Bess,  but  it  will  just  fit  little 
MoUie,  and  she  hasn't  any. 

Bess  :  {laughing).  And  I  have  three,  now. 
My  doll— isn't  she  p/etty  ?— is  for  Mabel. 
Won't  she  be  surprised  ? 

Mary  :     Every  one  is  making  something— 

Olive  :  Rob  is  making  a  sled  himself  for 
Tom  Gray — 

Mary  :  Some  are  earning  money  to  buy 
things— sugar,  you  know,  and— 

Olive  :  Joe  has  enough  money  now,  he  says, 
for  a  turkey  for  the  Davises. 

Bess :  And  each  thing  is  to  be  marked, 
"With  best  wishes  of  Santa  Claus."  Won'^ 
it  be  fun  ? 

Olive  :     Hark,  here  comes  the  stocking,  now! 

(Enter  a  number  of  tiny  children  dragging  an  im- 
mense stocking  made  of  bright  cloth,  and  trimmed  with 
Christmas  greens.  It  is  already  partially  filled.  All 
sing  as  little  children  hang  stocking,  in  place  previously 
arranged,  first  stanza  of  "  Little  White  Days"  or  other 
Christmas  song.  During  second  stanza,  all  march 
about  stage  dropping  gifts  in  stocking  as  they  pass  it. 
Repeat  first  stanza,  all  in  pretty  groups  about  stock- 
ing.) 
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THE  DAY  AFTER  CHRISTMAS. 


Johnny 
Characters  :  ■{  His  Sister  Lucy 
The  Doctor 

ACT  I.  ' 

(Enter  Johnny,  carrying  a  paper  bag  from  which  he 
helps  himself  to  candy,  which  he  eats  gluttonously. 
Lucy  follows,  her  hand  on  his  shoulder,  imploring  him.) 

Lucy — Now,  Johnny,  you  know  mamma 
said  it  would  be  very  foolish  to  eat  all  your 
Christmas  candy  in  one  day. 

Johnny  :  I  don't  care  !  She  didn't  tell  me 
not  to. 

Lucy  :     Because  she  expected  you  to  have 
some  sense  about  it  yourself.     She  thought 
you  would  remember  how  yt)u  felt  after  eating 
all  that  pumpkin  pie  on  Thanksgiving  Day.* 
But  you  never  remember  anything. 

Johnny:  What's  the  use  of  remembering 
disagreeable  things  ? 

Lucy  :  Why,  so  as  to  be  careful  not  to  have 
them  happen  again,  of  course. 

Johnny  :  Oh,  pshaw  !  Nothing  will  happen 
if  I  finish  up  i"  t  these  few  candies.  See  there 
{showing  her  bag).  There  are  hardly  any 
left. 

Lucy  :  Just  enough  to  make  the  difference 
between  your  being  a  sick  and  a  well  boy  to- 
morrow, perhaps. 
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Johnny :  That's  only  the  way  girls  talk. 
Guess  you  want  me  to  give  them  to  you. 

Lucy :  No,  indeed  I  I  have  some  of  my 
ow"!!  put  away  for  to-morrow. 

Johnny  :  Well,  this  is  Sunday  School  candy 
and  that  never  hurts  a  fellow.  Have  a  piece  ? 
(OJers  her  the  bag.) 

'  Lucy :  No,  thank  you.  Sunday  School 
candy  is  just  as  bad  as  any  other  kind  ;  and, 
if  you  ait'e  going  to  make  yourself  sick,  there  is 
all  the  more  reason  for  me  to  keep  well  and 
help  mamma. 

Johnny  :  Well,  it's  all  gone,  anyway,  so  it's 
just  as  well  you  refused.  (Makes  a  balloon  oj 
the  empty  bag  and  explodes  it  with  a  loud  noise 
by  a  blow  of  the  hand.)  - 

Lucy  :  Oh  !  {putting  her  hands  to  her  ears). 
(Exeunt  both.) 

ACT  II. 

(Reclining  chair,  with  shawl  or  blanket  thrown  over 
it.  Its  occupant.  Johnny,  his  head  resting  upon  a 
pillow.  He  turns  restlessly  and  groans  extravagantly. 
Enter  Lucy,  breathless,  with  a  letter  in  her  hand.) 


Lucy  :  Oh,  Johnny  !  What  do  you  think  ? 
Hannah  Lee  is  going  to  have  a  party  to-night, 
and  Rob  says  it's  only  a  stal  ^ake  party,  and 
you  and  I  are  invited,  and  it  will  be  lots  of  fun  I 

Johnny :  Don't  say  party  to  me,  or  stale 
cake,  or  fresh  pumpkin  pie  or  anything  else  to 
eat.  Oh,  dear.  How  different  to-day  is  from 
yesterday  ! 
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Lucy  :  You  poor  boy  !  You  haven't  eaten 
a  thing  to-day  except  that  silly  gruel.  ^  Let 
me  make  you  a  piece  of  toast.  But  here's  the 
Doctor.  He'll  get  you  ready  for  the  party 
to-night  ;   won't  you,  Doctor  Brown  ? 

(Enter  Doctor  Brown,  hat  in  one  hand  and 
medicine  chest  in  the  other  ;  spectacles  and  a 
severe  expression  of  countenance.) 

Doctor :  I  can't  promise  that,  my  dear 
young  lady.  Well,  young  man,  you  got  your- 
self  into  this  scrape,  didn't  you  ? 

Johnny  (groaning)  :  Oh,  dear  !  I  wish  I 
hadn't  done  it  ! 

Doctor  (Jceling  his  pulse)  :  This  appears  to 
be  a  rather  serious  case.  Sho^'  me  your  tongue. 
(Johnny  puts  out  his  tongue  as  far  as  possible.) 
Yes,  a  p-r-e-t-t-y  s-e-r-i-o-u-s  case  1  Will  you 
kindly  get  me  two  glasses  of  water  (turning 

to  Lucy)  1 

Lucy :    Certainly,    Doctor  !     (Disappears.) 

Johnny:  Oh,  Doctor  !  Do  you  think  I'll  die? 

Doctor  (solemnly)  :  I  am  afraid  you  will, 
young  man,  some  day  ! 

Johnny  :     But  shall  I  die  of  this  sickness  ? 

Doctor  You  certainly  will,  unless  you  get 
over  its  me  other  way.     (Re-enter  Lucy.) 

Lucy  :  I  am  so  sorry  Mamma  had  to  go 
down  to  Papa's  office  this  morning.  She 
thought  she  would  be  back  before  you  got  here. 

(The  Doctor  sets  the  glasses  on  a  stand,  takes 
two  bottles  from  the  case,  containing  coloured 
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liquids  (weak  lea  and  strong  cojce  will  do). 
Carefully  drops  some  from  each  into  its  apprw 
priale  glass,  and  turns  again  to  Lucy.) 

Doctor  :  If  you  arc  to  be  the  nurse,  my 
little  lady,  you  must  be  very  careful,  for  it's  a 
very  serious  case.  I^ry  the  spoon  each  time 
you  use  it.  Give  this  to  the  left  every  even 
hour,  and  this  to  the  right  every  odd  hour.  If 
the  patient  does  not  die  or  get  well  by  to- 
morrow morning,  you  can  send  for  me  again. 
Good  mon  ing  !     {Bows  himself  out.) 

Lucy :  oood  morning.  Doctor  !  Let  me 
see  !  the  one  to  the  left  every  even  hour,  that's 
at  twelve,  at  two,  at  four,  etc.  The  one  to 
the  right  every  odd  hour — that's  at  one,  three, 
five,  etc.  Oh,  I  shall  remember  very  easily. 
{Looks  at  clock.)  It  is  almost  eleven  now. 
But  dear  me  {turning  with  pity  to  patient  and 
laying  her  hand  soothingly  on  his  forehead), 
how  sick  you  must  be,  brother  ! 

Johnny  {groaning)  :  A-w-ful  sick  !  Give 
me  both  kinds  of  medicine  at  once,  right  away 
quick.     Oh,  I'm  so  afraid  I'll  die  ! 

Lucy  :  Wait,  dear,  I  must  do  exactly  as  the 
doctor  says.  But  it's  time  for  the  first  kind 
now.  {Administers  dose.  Johnny  sinks  back 
upon  his  pillow  with  a  groan.)  Now  I'll  get 
your  new  Christmas  book  and  read  to  you,  to 
quiet  your  nerves.  Then  the  fever  will  leave 
you.  {Brings  book  and  reads  any  pretty  story. 
At  its  close  Johnny  snores  loudly  and  curtain 
falls.)  — E.  E.  Kenyan. 
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